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   606 Trolley Square 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 

ecchair@live.com 

September 5, 2013 

 
Lex, Traughber  

Senior Planner, Planning Division 

Community and Economic Development 

Salt Lake City Corporation 

 

Regarding: PLNPCM2013-000485- Request to amend the zoning map for 346-360 South 800 East from 

RMF-35 to TSA-UN-T 

 

Dear Lex, 

 

This letter represents the initial response and feedback of the East Central Community Council (ECC) as 

represented by the ECC Executive Board of Directors and Community Development/Land Use 

Committee. 

 

First we would like to clarify our general approach to community development and a few of our 

underlying organizational principles. 

 

The ECC’s mission and organizational structure no longer represents only residential interests but rather 

by its core organizational documents and board now span all interests in its geographical boundaries 

including all of its land owners, students, developers, businesses, schools, institutions, utilities, the City, 

etc.  This major overhaul took place approximately four-five years ago.  

 

Second, the ECC is not opposed to development. We are in support of the existing TSA zone/ corridor 

and other appropriate development to meet the needs of a growing City. We are part of the core of that 

city in where we live, work, how we serve and in our financial contributions. We encourage the economic 

viability of the City.  

 

Having said that we believe that in our precious and established ECC neighborhoods, the approach to 

development needs to be more thoughtful (we call it acupuncture development) rather than driven only by 

financial gain so that we do not disrupt the treasured residential historic housing stock, quality of life 

(residential and work life) and neighborhoods that are jewels to the City. Given the proximity of East 

Central to the University of Utah, Downtown and the TRAX line this is a significant challenge.  

 

To better meet this challenge,  the ECC changed its general approach to most all land use matters to create 

a more harmonious & collaborative process that generally takes place way in advance (sometimes by 

years) to the established City processes. We have seen tremendous success in this revised approach saving 

an enormous amount of time and therefore money for developers, the City and safeguarding community   
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relationships, the core fabric of our neighborhoods. So much time has been saved by this approach that it 

has allowed us to work on other projects such as Porchfest Salt Lake versus engaging in the contentious 

land use disputes of the past. This takes all sides willingness to sit at the table to work in a type of 

partnership. 

 

Our examples of recent success include: IHC Salt Lake Clinic, Arlington Place Condominiums, Salt Lake 

Regional Hospital, Reservoir Park, the University of Utah Law School (in fact the U is now piloting this 

process to work on three significant and new parking structures) to name a few.  We would also count the 

Rocky Mountain Substation on 1100 East, one of our first, even though it had a rough start. The process  

for this project eventually became collaborative even producing a new standard of design in a residential 

settings for Rocky Mountain Power (as noted by Alene Bentley).  

 

We understand that this more collaborative approach may not be for everyone. Yet, even though this 

current rezoning request has advanced in the City process (with its specific timing of various steps in the 

process) we would welcome engaging in the same type of collaborative approach with this applicant if 

still possible.  

 

We would also count as a very significant success the TSA study and rezone project as was accomplished 

by Salt Lake City Planning in 2012. The ECC spent countless hours participating, studying and working 

to protect the TSA corridor development, adjoining neighborhoods and all significant features in between. 

Not only was the resulting TSA rezone of 2012  (as it is reflected on the current map ) endorsed by our 

full membership (a rare occurrence)  but also we strongly endorsed the City process that was used to 

come to the rezoning. We felt it was an excellent collaborative  process. We felt truly  heard. 

 

As such the initial and not yet comprehensive position of the ECC to undue this significant work by 

allowing a reopening of the master plan and rezone of properties  is as follows:  

1. The nature of the meeting at which the organization's recommendation was obtained (i.e., executive 
committee, board, general membership, or otherwise): 

ECC Executive Board, ECC Community Development & Land Use Committee (subcommittee for 
this application) and general feedback from electronic postings: 

2. The notice procedure for the meeting at which such recommendation was made; 

ECC web page (http://eastcentralcc.org/?p=6629 ) 
ECC Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/EastCentralCommunityCouncil 

Electronic Distribution via email lists (Bryant Park Neighborhood, University Gardens 
Neighborhood) 
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3.   The vote on such recommendation – Opposed to this petition. The ECC’s position is that the 
current TSA map correctly shows where the TSA zone should be located. That TSA development 
should occur within the existing zone. That making exceptions to the new and revised 2012 TSA 
map encourages developers to continue to request exceptions and erode the neighborhoods rather 
than develop in the approved corridor/zone. That land owners who deliberately allow their property 
to deteriorate in order to allow tear downs should not be rewarded. We encourage the City to deny 
this request. We believe that a vote in favor of this petition erodes the TSA zone.  

 

4. Any dissenting reports. 

One neighbor (200 South between 1100-1200 East) gave general feedback about the RMF35  
zone stating that he feels it is an antiquated zone & should be reworked by City Planning.  

Esther Hunter 

Chair, East Central Community Council 

In behalf of Executive Board of Directors of the East Central Community Council 


